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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 9/21/05 
has been entered. 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant amendment of 9-21-05 amended claims 1, 5 and 7 as well as traversed 
rejections of Claims 1-15. 

Currently, claims 1-15 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 and 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. In Claim 5 for example, the word "user" is a 

relative word, which renders the claims indefinite. The word " user " is not defined by the 
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claim(s), the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably appraised of the 
scope of the invention. In this case, is the" particular user" a supplier or another "user" 
such as buyer or another dealer user? The Applicant's specification states at page 4 
that a user is both a dealer and user. As a result, determining the metes and bounds of 
the claims are almost impossible. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1 - 3, 5 - 8, 10 - 12 and 14 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Kutsuzawa (US 2001/0056412 A1) in view of 
Yamamoto (US 2002/0019724 A1). 

Regarding Claims 1 , 5 and 7 (currently amended), Kutsuzawa teaches a method and 
system for selling a product by using the Internet, comprising the steps of: 
receiving an application for purchasing a product from a particular user terminal via the 
Internet (see at least Abstract and Figure 2); 

charging a commission fee to the user operating the user terminal (Figure 3); 

randomly selecting a price at which the product may be purchased from a 

plurality of prices within a predetermined price range (see at least Para 0091 and 0122). 
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While Kutsuzawa does disclose a validity term, the reference does not specifically 
disclose a method and system for presenting the selected price on the user terminal 
together with a predetermined term of validity, the predetermined term of validity being 
the time period during which the user may purchase the product at the randomly 
selected price. 

On the other hand and in the same analogous area of purchasing products, Yamamoto 
teaches a method and system for presenting the selected price on the user terminal 
together with a predetermined term of validity, the predetermined term of validity being 
the time period during which the user may purchase the product at the randomly 
selected price (see at least Figure 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have provided the method and system of Kutsuzawa with the method and system of 
Yamamoto to have enabled a method and system as recited in claim 5 for example. 
Kutsuzawa discloses a method and system for selling a product by using the Internet, 
comprising the steps of: receiving an application for purchasing a product from a 
particular user terminal via the Internet; charging a commission fee to the user operating 
the user terminal; randomly selecting a price at which the product may be purchased 
from a plurality of prices within a predetermined price range (see at least Para 0091 and 
0122 and Figures 2 and 3). In turn, Yamamoto teaches a method and system for 
presenting the selected price on the user terminal together with a predetermined term of 
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validity, the predetermined term of validity being the time period during which the user 
may purchase the product at the randomly selected price (see at least Figure 3). 
Thereby, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to extend the 
method and system of Kutsuzawa with a method and system for presenting the selected 
price on the user terminal together with a predetermined term of validity, the 
predetermined term of validity being the time period during which the user may 
purchase the product at the randomly selected price. Thereby, the user can determine 
how long the product will be on sale, which will ensure as with most online auction 
and/or product purchasing that time is limited as with any sale - both online and offline 
sales. 

Regarding claim 2 and related claims 6 and 8, Kutsuzawa teaches a system for selling a 
product, wherein the supplier terminal stores the standard price of r the product, and the 
commission fee is determined by multiplying a predetermined rate to the standard rate 
(Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 3 (original), Kutsuzawa teaches a sales system for selling a product by 
using the Internet further comprising an audit authority terminal for supervising the 
settings of the prices by the supplier terminal (Figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 10, Kutsuzawa teaches a sales system, wherein the commission is 
non-refundable (Para 0093). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 and related claims 14 and 15, Yamomoto teaches a sales system, 
wherein the predetermined term of validity contains an expiration date, such that a user 
cannot purchase the product after the expiration date (Figure 3). 

Claims 4, 9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Kutsuzawa and Yamamoto as applied to 
claims 1 and 5 above, and further in view of Harrington (US 6,161,099). 

The combination of Kutsuzawa and Yamamoto substantially disclose and teach the 
Applicant's invention. 

However, the combination does not specifically disclose sand teach a method and 
system for selling a product by using the Internet, further comprising a reselling function 
for reselling the privilege to purchase the product at the price presented by the supplier 
terminal to a third person as well as wherein the price history of the product is presented 
on the user terminal together with the selected price of the product. 

On the other hand and regarding claim 4 (original), Harrington teaches a sales system 
for selling a product by using the Internet, further comprising a reselling function for 
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reselling the privilege to purchase the product at the price presented by the supplier 
terminal to a third person (see at least Col 2, lines 49-60 and Col 6, lines 10 - 26). 

Regarding claim 9 and related claim 13, Harrington teaches a sales system, wherein the 
price history of the product is presented on the user terminal together with the selected 
price of the product (see at least Col 7, lines 34 - 53). 

IT would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art tat the time of the invention 
to have provided the combination of Kutsuzawa and Yamamoto with a method and 
system for selling a product by using the Internet, further comprising a reselling function 
for reselling the privilege to purchase the product at the price presented by the supplier 
terminal to a third person as well as wherein the price history of the product is presented 
on the user terminal together with the selected price of the product. The combination of 
Kutsuzawa and Yamamoto teach substantially the Applicant's invention. In turn, 
Harrington discloses a method arid system for selling a product by using the Internet, 
further comprising a reselling function for reselling the privilege to purchase the product 
at the price presented by the supplier terminal to a third person as well as wherein the 
price history of the product is presented on the user terminal together with the selected 
price of the product. Thereby, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to extend the combination of Kutsuzawa and Yamamoto with a method and system for 
selling a product by using the Internet, further comprising a reselling function for 
reselling the privilege to purchase the product at the price presented by the supplier 
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terminal to a third person as well as wherein the price history of the product is presented 
on the user terminal together with the selected price of the product. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rob Rhode whose telephone number is 571.272.6761. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571.272.7159. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

571-273-8300 [Official communications; including 
After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF M ] 

For general questions the receptionist can be reached at 
571.272.3600 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). RER 




